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Corruption case spothghts campaign finance

Outcome in Ohio could signal cr:

ackdown

on dark money — or open dm)l. to more

By Tal Kopan

WASHINGTON — The former
speaker of the Ohio House is facing
federal corruption charges in a trial
that has received little national at-
tention but that could ultimately
have broad implications for cam-
paign finance practices and when

public officials can be charged with
abusing their office.

‘The case alleges that the former
speaker, Larry Householder, and as-
sociates funneled more than $60
million from an energy company
through a dark-money group in ex-
change for passing state legislation
that benefited the company.

money then
lined House-
holder’s
pockets per-
sonally and

politically,
Exspeaker Larry prosecutors
Houscholder assert, and

on trial. funded the ef-
fortto get the
bill into law. The trial is expected to
finish closing arguments and go to
the jury on Wednesday.

Legal experts say that if the jury
convicts Householder, the case
could send a message through the
campaign finance world about the
consequences of misusing dark-
‘maney groups, a term for a category
of tax-exempt nonprofits that can
raise unlimited sums to influence
politics without ever disclosing their
donors. But the experts warn thatan
acquittal could open the floodgates
even more for the political use of
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By Spencer Buell

When Elena Palladino and her hus
band, Matt, were house-hunting in 2012
they couldn't help but fal inlove witha

It was clear there was something special
about the property, and the couple was

tique finishes. Inside, it was full of touches
like an elegant central staircase and Victo-
rian pocket doors with ornate brass pulls.

“We were drawn to it,” said Palladino,

who purchased the property soon after see-
ingit. “You could tell it was different”

—— THIE BELONGINGS O MARION

With a new owner who
ppreciates the history,
mith's books are displayed.

aj
Si

Four towns were sacrificed to make way
for the Quabbin Reservoir.

An original piano bench.
Smith was one of the last

l holdouts to leave Enfield. I
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Elena Palladino and her husband were drawn to the house in Ware, but did not know about its history when they bought it.

Where memories flood back

Pieces of a beloved home demolished decades ago for a reservoir have found new life

But it wasn’t until they moved inand
et their neighbors, who called her new
tome “the Quabbin house;” that Palladino
began to uncover the small pieces of histo-
17 that made it so unique.

She would soon learn that many of the
home's most eye-catching elements had
once been part of a home that stood in En-
field, one of four towns flooded nearly a
cntury ago to create the Quabbin Reser-
voir. The pieces might have been last forev-
erwere it not for the woman who once

owned them, and spared no expense to en-

sure they lived on.
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INDRENS SMI'TH ——

Smith’s music. “Marion felt
ery present to me,” said
Elena Palladino.

Dull set Fed Chair Jerome Powell
indicated interest rates will
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back on the narrative of Jan.
6 as “peaceful chaos." A7,

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio said
Tuesday that she is launching a wide-

By Matt Stout
‘GLOBE STAFF

DiZoglio says she’ll audit Legislature

in what would be first time in century
mained a “closed-door operation,”
where some committee votes are private

and major legislation is routinely
pushed through ‘in the darkof night”

b e ranging audit of both the Massachusetts  She made the announcement just
: Trail Felix leg-  hours after a legislative
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register of probate. BL.

Artist Leanne Rodriguez
has made a splash with

her realistic Jell-0 sculp-
tures and has sold more

than 150 pieces. G1.

tion with some of Beacon Hill's most
powerful Democrats.

DiZogh
who routinely criticized the Legisla-
ture’s opacity when she was a state rep-
resentative and senator,
ment that the Legislature has long re-

io, a Democrat from Methuen

, said in a state-

serve the opportunity to weigh in on leg-
islative, budgetary and regulatory mat-
ters that are important to them,” DiZo-
glio said in a statement Tuesday. She
noted the Legislature has not been au-
dited since 1922, even though the state
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Biden aims
to tax richest

to bolster
Medicare

White House says changes
would give program
an additional 25 years

By Jim Tankersley
and Margot Sanger-Katz
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Biden, as part of
his budget set for release Thursday, will propase
raising and expanding a tax on Americans earn-
ing more than $400,000 as part of a series of ef-
forts toextend the solvency of Medicare bya quar-
terentury

In spotlighting his Medicare plans, Biden is

ment programs — both for his likely reelection
campaign and for a looming congressional battle
with House conservatives who are demanding
steep cuts in federal spending in order to raise the
nations borrowing limit.

The early release of the Medicare proposals,
detailed in a White House fact sheet Tuesday, also
underscored the degree to which Biden has fully
embraced the polticl upsideof axin high car
hat is the case even though administration
officials have conceded there i little chance those
tax increases will pass Congress.

‘The proposals would affect the so-called net in-
vestment income tax, which was enacted to help
offset the cost of former President Barack
Obamas signature health care law. They would in-
crease the tax rate to 5 percent from 3.8 percent
for people earning above $400,000 a year and ex-
pand the income subject to it. Independent esti-
mates from the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Cen-
ter and the Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget suggest the changes could raise at least
$350 billion and possibly as much as $600 billion
over the course of a decade. White House esti-
mates are even higher: §700 billion in net new
revenue over a decade, all from high earners.

Biden s also proposing new cost savings for
the government stemming from more aggressive
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Healey boosts
push for free
prison calls,
but with limits
1,000-minute monthly cap;

county jails and houses of
correction would be exempt

THE COST
OF ACALL

By Matt Stout
GLOBE STAFF

Advocates who have long
pushed to make phone calls free
for the state’s incarcerated peo-
ple appeared to have scored
something highly unusual so
carly in Beacon Hill's new legis-
lative session: a seeming glide
path to their priority becoming
law.

Under Governor Maura Hea-
ley's new budget plan, Massa-
chusetts would become the
third state in the country to pro-
vide calls in state prisons at no
cost. Her pitch follows a similar
proposal that both legislative
chambers embraced, but
couldn't finalize, last year to
shift the financial burden off
those serving sentences and 2
their families. N
g the issue,
Healey would also set a monthly
1,000-minute cap for free calls
per person, making it one of the
most restrictive such programs
among those adopted across the
country. She is also seeking to

14 cent:

limit the change to the Depart-  minute ot most

ment of Correction. ‘county jails
Should that pass, it means

county jails and houses ofcor. 0,029

rection — which hold more than  inmates housed

half of the state’s incarcerated s

‘population and typically charge
higher phone rates than state
prisons — would not be required
10 offer no-cost calls
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The proposed parameters
rprised some prison rights ad-
vocates who, while ing
Healey for elevating the issue,
are simultaneou

overhauling a system in which
public entities have long profit-
ed offa vulnerable population.

“Why would you leave more
than half of the peaple behind?”
said Rachel Roth, a member of
the Keeping Families Connect-
ed/No Cost Calls Coalition.
There are 5,308 people in De-
partment of Correction facili-
ties, according to state data, but
even more — 6,020 — are in
county faciliies.

“It's a burden on families, no
matter what, and any amount of
time in jail or prison is very, very
challenging.” she said. “We re-
gard this [proposal] as just a
ﬂm;l p.

;, those incarcerated
and ther fumilicsare charged
anywhere from 12 cents a min-
ute for in-state calls at state fa-
cilities to 14 cents at most coun-
ty jails, according to state and
county data compiled by Karina
‘Wilkinson for the coalition.

that officials say are funneled

back into programming, such as
for GED testing or vocational
workshaps. The Department of
Correction alone collects §2.5
milliona year in commissions.

The state last year set aside
$20 million o cover the costs of
providing the calls for free, in
case the legislative propasal be-
came law.

But at roughly $2 for a
minute call, the current costs
not only quickly add up for fam-
ilies, advocates argue, but als
the expense falls disproportion-
ately on people of color in what
amounts to a subsidy for jails
and prisons. Black and Latino
people alone account for 5+ per-
cent of the state’s prison popula-
tion

Romilda Pereira, the founder
of an organization that works
‘with formerly incarcerated peo-
ple, said she spends more than
$400 amonth on prison calls,
both to connect her 16-year-old
daughter with her father, who is
incarcerated, and to speak with
those who need help finding re-
entry service:

g
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to help support your loved ones!

ROMILDA PEREIRA, founder of Project Turnaround

Healey pushes for free prison calls, but with cap

‘In most cases, you need a part-time job just to pay for phone calls and commissary

Governor Maura Healey said she included only state facilities to “deal with the entities within our control.”

“In most cases, you need a
part-time job just to pay for
phone calls and commissary to
help support your loved one:
said Pereira, whose organization
is called Project Turnaround.
How often someone incarcerat-
ed uses the phone can vary
widely, she said, but many are
not just trying to connect with
family but also their lawyers.
“The minutes can go up really
fast”

Healey has supported no-
cost calls because, she said, she
understands “the importance of
helping build those connections
between those who are incarce
ated and family.” She told re-
porters last week that she i
cluded only state facilities —
and the 1,000-minute cap — be-
cause she thought it best to
“deal with the entities within
our control”given the existing
funding available.

“We think it’s probably about
right” Healey said. “We'l see.’

Amore expansive proposal
was on the cusp of becoming
law last year. The House and
Senate each approved language
within the annual state budget
that would have required both
the Department of Correction
and county sheriffs to provide
phone calls free of charge, with
10 limits.

But then-governor Charlie
Baker sent the measure back to
the Legislature, weaving in ele-
ments of a separate proposal to
expand the list of crimes for

which mrn)nrumldl)clnld
for under the state! alled
dangerousn g sutue

That ultimately set up the
free call proposal's demise. The
chambers disagreed on how to
handle Baker's changes — the
House rejected them and the
nate adopted them in the

‘waning hours of its final formal
session — leaving the entire
measure in limbo as the legisla-
tive session ended.

“There were people in the
Senate who took a vote that was
going to killthis without realiz-
ate majority
leader Cynthia S. Creem, who
has sponsored legislation mak-
ing calls free.

Yet, in an unusual twist, oth-
er elements survived. Language
creating the trust fund to cover
the cost of calls remains in law,
as does the §20 million the Leg-
islature already set aside. House
officials last year estimated that
those in jails and prison, as well
as their fas were paying
ughly $14 million a year for
calls.

rhe governor is smart
enough to know we can do all
this, without limiting access,”
said Bonnie Tenneriello, senior

attorney at Prisoners’ Legal Ser-
vices of Massachusetts, who is
bullish on a bill passing in some

rm. “[Lawmakers] have al
ready done it, they will do it
and naw, of course, we have a
governor with a very different
‘mindset.”

‘County sheriffs, who oversee
the county houses of correction
and jails, have argued that the
state would likely need to spend
more to cover what the facilities
currently collect, should jails al
50 be included.

Hampden County Sheriff
Nicholas Cocehi said those in his
county facilities pay 12 cents per
minute — the lowest in the state
— with the department collect-
ing roughly $800,000 from calls
each year. The department, he
said, puts that money back into
programs and to cover other
costs, such as the $125,000 it
pays the Pioneer Valley Trans-

The Region

portation Authority to weave a
bus route to the Ludlow jai, giv-
ing families a direct line to the
facility.
“w

‘e're not opposed to [no-
cost calls]. But there should be a
discussion,” said Cocchi, a Lud-
low Democrat and the president
of the Massachusetts Sheriffs’

Association. “Its not as simple
as saying, ‘Every inmate gets 33
minutes a day. Go figure it out!
That'sa big lift”

Some advocates are also re
ptive to building in parame
ters. Michael Cox, executive di-
rector of the advocacy group
Black and Pink Massachusetts,
called the 1,000-limit “more
than sufficient.” His fea
said, was allowing the sheriffs or
Department of Correction lee
way in setting their own rules
for implementing a program,
potentially limiting access even
further than what Healey is pro-
posing.

afraid they would do
something terrible;” he sai

In Connecticut, where law-
makersin 2021 were the first to
make calls free in prison, the
law built in not a limit, but a
floor, saying each person is al
Towed at least 90 minutes of call
time per day. In the months af-
ter the law went into effect last
year, the number of calls more
than doubled, as did the time
peaple spent on the phone.

California followed with its
own law, also without setting a
monthly cap, though the De-
partment of Corrections and Re-
habilitation said there is a 15-
minute limit on each call,

Several counties nationwide
have also adopted a no-cost calls
policy, but none put any restric-
tions on how many minutes
people can use, said Bianca
Tylek, executive director of
Worth Rises, a criminal justice
advocacy group that's pressed
for the change across the coun-
.

now pursue a cap, “we
don’t think that's a prudent
measure,” she said. “We really
appreciate that the governor has
included this. We know she has
supported this type of policy.
But we think the language as
written does need to be im-
proved”

Matt Stout can be reachad at
‘matt.stout@globe.com. Follow
him on Tiwitter @mattpstout.

Through pieces of the past, memories come flooding back

> QUABBIN HOUSE
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The revelation inspired Pal-
ladino to learn more about the
home, the family it had housed,
and the communities uprooted
by the Quabbin project in the
1930s.

Last year, Palladino released
a book on her findings called
“Lost Towns of the Swit River
Valley: Drowned by the Quab-
bin.” It details the history of her
home’s former owner, Marion
Andrews Smith, the surviving
member of a wealthy family
who ran 4 mill asid Fiad s e

tion of eld, known as
Smith's \'nhu. named after
them.

When the state tried to force
residents in Enfield — and Da.

na, Greenwich, and Prescott —
to leave the area to make way
for the reservoir, built to pro-
vide water for Baston and other
municipalities, Smith was
among those who fought des-
perately to stay.

Unlike her neighbors, she re-
fused to sell her land, which the
state later took by eminent do-
main. Smith, who was in her
705 at the time, didn't budge
until July 1938, staying at the
property down to the town's last
‘moments.

“They all were devastated,”
Palladino, who grew upin Stur-
bridge, said of Enfield’s last
holdouts. “They didn’t want to
go. It wasn't easy for them to
start over, just pick up and
build a new home.

When it came time to leave,
she said, Smith had hoped to
pick up her entire home and
move it to higher ground as oth-
ers had. But that proved impos-
sible, and her house — one of
the largest in town — had to be

Marion Andrews Smith had hoped to pick up her entire home (left) and move

demolished.

s a last resort, Smith
spared what she could, and took
her favorite components with

Construction workers re-
moved floorboards, moulding,

00rs, and wainscoting, and re-
installed them in the new loc;
tion. In perhaps the most diffi-
cult task, they cut out her wood-
en staircase in one piece, and
then hauled it to Ware.

While the new house had a
different floor plan, the foy
was built as a replica of the ori
inal. That way, Smith would be
reminded of her former home
every time she crossed the
threshold.

Palladino tracked down all
of that information in records
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from the company Smith hired
to move the artifacts. They kept
detailed notes on the entire
project — and their challenging
client.

“She was, in their view, very,
very difficult,” Palladino said
ut I think it’s because she was
so determined to have th
house be what she wanted.”

After spending years poring
over records in local archives,
special collections, and muse-
ums, Palladino has come to
cherish the furnishings in her
home even more than when she
bought it, given the pains its
builder took to keep them.
ting, Marion
felt very present to me, because
T i Tl thoee spo8 thak e

inhabited,” sh

The plot thickened in 2018,
when she discovered an un-
marked envelope in her mail
box that contained black-and-
white photos of the home when
it was first built. She stil
doesn’t know who put them
there — or why — but is thank-
ful they did.

Other treasures have also
landed on her doorstep.

During her research, she
connected with Marian Tryon
Waydaka, whose parents were
Smith's chauffeur and ground-
skeeper (and named their
daughter after their employer)

Palladino and Waydaka,
then in her late 80s, became
close and talked for hours about
her memories in the home — in-
cluding how the room Palladino

but she had to settle for her favorite picces, now in the Ware ho

used as an office was Smiths fa-
vorite place to drink tea and
gaze out on the lawn.
After she died in 2021, Way-
daka’s son gave Palladino a col-
lection of Smith’s books and a
piano bench that once sat in the
field home. Both are now
prominently displayed in Ware.
He also gave her the pieces of a
mantel that once adorned the
original home's fireplace, which
she plans to restore and install
Palladino, who will discuss
her baok at the Copley branch
of the Boston Public Library on
‘Thursday, said she was initially
only somewhat familiar with
the history of the reservoir, but
living in a “Quabbin house” has
made her think more deeply
about the displacements re-
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quired to create the body of wa-
ter.

Now, when she drives past
its 412 billion-gallon expanse,
or takes her two daughters
there to visit, her mind goes
back to Smith, and the commu-
nities the project washed away.

“It's a beautiful place to walk
and hike and enjoy. But there's a
feeling of sadness there, too,
and a beauty born of the loss of
thousands of people who had to
leave their homes " Palladino
said. “I think they would be dev-
astated to think that their sacri-
fice was forgotten””

Spencer Buell can be reached at
spencerbuell@globe.com.
Follow him on Twitter
@SpencerBuell.



