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Corruption case spothghts campaign finance

Outcome in Ohio could signal cr:

ackdown

on dark money — or open dm)l. to more

By Tal Kopan

WASHINGTON — The former
speaker of the Ohio House is facing
federal corruption charges in a trial
that has received little national at-
tention but that could ultimately
have broad implications for cam-
paign finance practices and when

public officials can be charged with
abusing their office.

‘The case alleges that the former
speaker, Larry Householder, and as-
sociates funneled more than $60
million from an energy company
through a dark-money group in ex-
change for passing state legislation
that benefited the company.

money then
lined House-
holder’s
pockets per-
sonally and

politically,
Exspeaker Larry prosecutors
Houscholder assert, and

on trial. funded the ef-
fortto get the
bill into law. The trial is expected to
finish closing arguments and go to
the jury on Wednesday.

Legal experts say that if the jury
convicts Householder, the case
could send a message through the
campaign finance world about the
consequences of misusing dark-
‘maney groups, a term for a category
of tax-exempt nonprofits that can
raise unlimited sums to influence
politics without ever disclosing their
donors. But the experts warn thatan
acquittal could open the floodgates
even more for the political use of
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By Spencer Buell

When Elena Palladino and her hus
band, Matt, were house-hunting in 2012
they couldn't help but fal inlove witha

It was clear there was something special
about the property, and the couple was

tique finishes. Inside, it was full of touches
like an elegant central staircase and Victo-
rian pocket doors with ornate brass pulls.

“We were drawn to it,” said Palladino,

who purchased the property soon after see-
ingit. “You could tell it was different”

—— THIE BELONGINGS O MARION

With a new owner who
ppreciates the history,
mith's books are displayed.

aj
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Four towns were sacrificed to make way
for the Quabbin Reservoir.

An original piano bench.
Smith was one of the last

l holdouts to leave Enfield. I
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Elena Palladino and her husband were drawn to the house in Ware, but did not know about its history when they bought it.

Where memories flood back

Pieces of a beloved home demolished decades ago for a reservoir have found new life

But it wasn’t until they moved inand
et their neighbors, who called her new
tome “the Quabbin house;” that Palladino
began to uncover the small pieces of histo-
17 that made it so unique.

She would soon learn that many of the
home's most eye-catching elements had
once been part of a home that stood in En-
field, one of four towns flooded nearly a
cntury ago to create the Quabbin Reser-
voir. The pieces might have been last forev-
erwere it not for the woman who once

owned them, and spared no expense to en-

sure they lived on.
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INDRENS SMI'TH ——

Smith’s music. “Marion felt
ery present to me,” said
Elena Palladino.
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indicated interest rates will
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back on the narrative of Jan.
6 as “peaceful chaos." A7,

State Auditor Diana DiZoglio said
Tuesday that she is launching a wide-

By Matt Stout
‘GLOBE STAFF

DiZoglio says she’ll audit Legislature

in what would be first time in century
mained a “closed-door operation,”
where some committee votes are private

and major legislation is routinely
pushed through ‘in the darkof night”

b e ranging audit of both the Massachusetts  She made the announcement just
: Trail Felix leg-  hours after a legislative

VOL. 303, NO. 67 D. Arroyo h et- bw.lneleumniute
. his post as Suffolk County ting up a potentially —they de-

Suggested retall price
$3.50

il

0947725

register of probate. BL.

Artist Leanne Rodriguez
has made a splash with

her realistic Jell-0 sculp-
tures and has sold more

than 150 pieces. G1.

tion with some of Beacon Hill's most
powerful Democrats.

DiZogh
who routinely criticized the Legisla-
ture’s opacity when she was a state rep-
resentative and senator,
ment that the Legislature has long re-

io, a Democrat from Methuen

, said in a state-

serve the opportunity to weigh in on leg-
islative, budgetary and regulatory mat-
ters that are important to them,” DiZo-
glio said in a statement Tuesday. She
noted the Legislature has not been au-
dited since 1922, even though the state
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Biden aims
to tax richest

to bolster
Medicare

White House says changes
would give program
an additional 25 years

By Jim Tankersley
and Margot Sanger-Katz
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Biden, as part of
his budget set for release Thursday, will propase
raising and expanding a tax on Americans earn-
ing more than $400,000 as part of a series of ef-
forts toextend the solvency of Medicare bya quar-
terentury

In spotlighting his Medicare plans, Biden is

ment programs — both for his likely reelection
campaign and for a looming congressional battle
with House conservatives who are demanding
steep cuts in federal spending in order to raise the
nations borrowing limit.

The early release of the Medicare proposals,
detailed in a White House fact sheet Tuesday, also
underscored the degree to which Biden has fully
embraced the polticl upsideof axin high car
hat is the case even though administration
officials have conceded there i little chance those
tax increases will pass Congress.

‘The proposals would affect the so-called net in-
vestment income tax, which was enacted to help
offset the cost of former President Barack
Obamas signature health care law. They would in-
crease the tax rate to 5 percent from 3.8 percent
for people earning above $400,000 a year and ex-
pand the income subject to it. Independent esti-
mates from the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Cen-
ter and the Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget suggest the changes could raise at least
$350 billion and possibly as much as $600 billion
over the course of a decade. White House esti-
mates are even higher: §700 billion in net new
revenue over a decade, all from high earners.

Biden s also proposing new cost savings for
the government stemming from more aggressive
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Healey boosts
push for free
prison calls,
but with limits
1,000-minute monthly cap;

county jails and houses of
correction would be exempt

THE COST
OF ACALL

By Matt Stout
GLOBE STAFF

Advocates who have long
pushed to make phone calls free
for the state’s incarcerated peo-
ple appeared to have scored
something highly unusual so
carly in Beacon Hill's new legis-
lative session: a seeming glide
path to their priority becoming
law.

Under Governor Maura Hea-
ley's new budget plan, Massa-
chusetts would become the
third state in the country to pro-
vide calls in state prisons at no
cost. Her pitch follows a similar
proposal that both legislative
chambers embraced, but
couldn't finalize, last year to
shift the financial burden off
those serving sentences and 2
their families. N
g the issue,
Healey would also set a monthly
1,000-minute cap for free calls
per person, making it one of the
most restrictive such programs
among those adopted across the
country. She is also seeking to

14 cent:

limit the change to the Depart-  minute ot most

ment of Correction. ‘county jails
Should that pass, it means

county jails and houses ofcor. 0,029

rection — which hold more than  inmates housed

half of the state’s incarcerated s

‘population and typically charge
higher phone rates than state
prisons — would not be required
10 offer no-cost calls
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